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Tips for Chafers and Sternos 
1. Fill the pan under the dish with hot water before 

lighting the sterno heat. 
2. The heat source that Karl’s Event Rental uses is a 

blue gel-sterno. When lit, there will be no visible 
flame, but the food will still be kept warm. 

3. The top pan can be removed and filled with food, 
and then replaced to the chafer. 

4. The top pan can also be placed in the oven to 
retain heat in the stainless steel pan.  

5. Never use the chafer without water in the lower 
compartment.  

6. Do not use anything but sterno type fuel with chafers from Karl’s Event 
Rental. 

7. Be careful while touching any part of the chafing dish, because some parts 
can get extremely hot. 

 
Operating Instructions 

1. Remove the lid and top pan, and fill the bottom portion with hot or warm 
water.  

2. Once water is in the unit, the sternos may be lit. After lighting them, there 
will be no flame, but the pans will begin to heat up.  

3. Remove the top pan and fill it with food.  
4. When the unit is filled, replace the pan and lid to help keep the food warm.  
5. When you are finished using the chafer, close the sternos to stop the 

production of heat. 

 
Cleaning Tips: 

1. Scrape the food from the pans prior to 
washing them. 

2. Only use mild detergents on all surfaces, 
never use harsh abrasives. 

3. Make sure all parts of the chafers are 
clean when returned to Karl’s Event 
Rental. 
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